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1. FMNP Newsletter
Transitioning to Bimonthly Publication
In order to continue to serve the needs of our readers while also managing our tasks most efficiently, we have decided to
begin publishing the FMNP newsletter on a bimonthly basis (odd-numbered months). Feedback gathered from the short
survey we included in the February newsletter indicated that the majority of readers are most interested in learning
about local events and volunteer opportunities. A number of others also indicated that they would like to see more
articles about ecological/environmental topics. Accordingly, we will be including more of these types of information in
future issues of the newsletter. Thank you to all of you who took the time to respond to our brief survey.

2. Letter from Dr. Main - Your FMNP Credentials
Dear FMNP Graduates,
Recently, I have received some comments and questions regarding whether it is appropriate to refer to oneself as a
Florida Master Naturalist if that individual has not completed all three core modules (Coastal, Uplands, and Wetlands).
Technically speaking, an individual must complete all three core modules to become a certified Florida Master Naturalist.
However, it is also true that a person who completes a single core module is a graduate of the FMNP and can rightfully
describe themselves as a master naturalist, although they should clarify their accomplishment on resumes and other
public announcements, such as a Florida Coastal Master Naturalist, or a Florida Coastal and Wetlands Master Naturalist.
This does not always happen of course (for one reason it is a bit wordy to do so).
In addition to highlighting the accomplishments of FMNP graduates, this is the reason we established an online FMNP
Graduate Database and the Master Naturalist Honor Role on the FMNP website. The FMNP Graduate Database lists all
graduates and their classes completed. The Honor Role only lists certified Florida Master Naturalists who have
completed all three core modules. These links enable potential employers, school districts that need to check CEU
credits, and other interested individuals to confirm which courses have been completed by FMNP graduates.
We are now also offering Special Topics courses that are shorter and focused on specific subjects, such as methods for
monitoring wildlife. Persons who complete Special Topics courses will also be listed in the FMNP Graduate Database, but
it would be inappropriate for them to describe themselves as Florida Master Naturalists unless they also take the FMNP
core modules.
So, should we get overly worked up about it if we see someone referred to in a newspaper article as a Florida Master
Naturalist who has not completed all three core modules? I don’t think so. I think the more important issue is that we
recognize all FMNP graduates as united in a common effort to learn about Florida’s natural world and to share their
knowledge and passion for nature with others. In so doing we are promoting environmental literacy and a stronger
conservation ethic that will help ensure Florida’s natural treasures are available for future generations to enjoy. In that
regard we are not just Florida Master Naturalists, we are kindred spirits as well.

3. Indian River Lagoon Bull Shark Nursery
Lagoon Critical to East Coast Bull Shark Populations
“Scientists studying the Indian River Lagoon, long considered one of the world’s richest ecosystems, say new findings
show the lagoon is a critical nursery for one of the ocean’s top predators.”
You can read the remainder of this article, “Researchers say Indian River Lagoon bull shark nursery critical,” by Dinah
Voyles Pulver of The Daytona Beach News-Journal here.

4. Instructor’s Corner
FMNP Instructor Teaches Students How to Measure Tree Heights Using Multiple Methods
Brandon Smith, FMNP Instructor and Environmental Program Coordinator for the Riverwalk Nature Center in Brevard
County, has students complete the activity described below to acquaint themselves with several of the methods
commonly used to measure tree heights.
Brandon states, “I have my uplands students measure tree height utilizing different methods. They use a Merritt
Hypsometer, clinometer (both homemade and professional), and their own shadow to measure the height of a tree. I
have them break into groups and each group member uses a different method to measure a tree. If time allows, they
can measure a second tree with each person trying a new measurement method. We then compare the measurements
to see how much variation each method gives and discuss [their] pros and cons. [The number of] groups will depend on
the amount of equipment you have.” The data sheet that Brandon uses to collect the data can be accessed here.
Brandon used the following resources to make the equipment:
 Merritt Hypsometer - instructions can be found at http://bit.ly/Ab6eGE below the table of contents. You can include
a Biltmore Stick scale (for measuring tree diameter) on the opposite side of the cruiser stick from the hypsometer
scale (instructions available on the same page).
 Cardboard clinometer - instructions can be found at http://www.subtangent.com/maths/resources/clinometer.pdf.
Brandon recommends using McDonald’s straws as they have a larger diameter than other straws, which makes
them easier to see through (they are also free!). The tangent table that Brandon made to place on the other side of
the clinometer so you only need a basic calculator in the field can be accessed here.
 Shadow ratio method-instructions can be found at Project Learning Tree http://www.learnoutside.org/images/
PLT_Activity_67_HowBigIsYourTree_7-30.pdf.
Thank you Brandon for sharing this activity!

Receive a Free FMNP T-Shirt if We Publish Your Class Activity,
Exercise or Tip in Our Newsletter!
FMNP Instructors - Help us provide information that may be useful to other instructors in this section each month. We
want to know about any activities, exercises or tips that you have incorporated into your FMNP classes that have
enhanced the learning experience of your students. Submissions can be emailed to info@masternaturalist.org. Please
include your name, mailing address and t-shirt size (men’s or women’s). Thank You!

5. Area Programs & Events
Florida FWC Requests Assistance With Coyote Diet Study
Coyotes needed!
Florida coyote carcasses are needed for a diet study being conducted by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission and the University of Florida. The stomach contents of the carcasses will be evaluated.
FWC investigators will take or collect road-killed, hunted, trapped or otherwise euthanized coyotes, with special interest
in coyotes collected from urban settings. For coyote collection, please report the location of road-killed coyotes or
contact information for coyote trappers to FWC biologists:
Gretchen Hochnedel (863)660-8028 or
Danny Caudill (352)955-2081 x111
In many counties, Animal Services may be willing to collect and temporarily store coyote carcasses for this project. If
carcasses are being removed from the place of death, please record a detailed description of the location, cause of death
(if known) and time. Thank you for contributing to this important research.
6th Annual Florida Wildflower & Garden Festival
What:

Mark your calendars for the 6th annual Florida Wildflower & Garden Festival. Each year, vendors line
West Indiana Avenue to offer potted wildflowers, a wide range of plants, seeds, garden utensils, yard
ornaments, books and more. Joining them will be organizations such as the Florida Wildflower
Foundation, garden clubs and local chapters of the Florida Native Plant Society.
Festival-goers will also enjoy free wildflower and gardening presentations at the historic Athens
Theatre and hands-on workshops in Chess Park on composting, raised-bed gardening, Florida Friendly
landscaping, natural pest control, and herb and flower gardening.
This event provides fun for the whole family with a kid’s art zone provided by the Museum of Florida
Art, a coloring contest and live music by folk band, Somethin’ Else.
A shuttle will run throughout the day between the Wildflower & Garden Festival and the DeLand
Outdoor Art Festival at Earl Brown Park.

When:

March 24, 2012
9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.

Where:

West Indiana Avenue in Historic Downtown DeLand, FL

Cost:

FREE Admission and parking

Website:

www.floridawildflowerfestival.com

Volunteers Needed for FrogWatch USA, Training Offered at Brevard Zoo
What:

FrogWatch USA is a citizen science program that allows individuals and families to help conserve
amphibians by reporting the calls of local frogs and toads. FrogWatch USA is a long term monitoring
program whose data helps describe diversity, detect rare and invasive species, suggest shifts in species
diversity, range, and seasonal timing, and serve as an indicator of environmental health.
FrogWatch trainees will learn how to identify local frog and toad species by their calls as well as
learn about amphibian biology, wetlands, and how to report monitoring data accurately. By mastering
these skills, volunteers are able to collect scientific data on frogs and toads while spending time in
local wetlands (a.k.a the backyard!).
Age Restrictions:
Minimum age: 7 (must be accompanied by an adult)
Minimum age without adult accompaniment: 13

When:

Training sessions will be held:
April 11, 2012
May 23, 2012
June 20, 2012
July 25, 2012
August 22, 2012
August 25, 2012

Where:

Brevard Zoo
8225 North Wickham Road
Melbourne, FL 32940

For more info:

Please contact Amy Reaume at areaume@brevardzoo.org

Advertise your events here!
Do you have an event or program that might be of interest to FMNP instructors or grads?
Send details to us at info@masternaturalist.org.
Announcements must be received no later than the 15th of the month prior to your event.

6. Brevard County Coastal Systems Class
April 7-May 26, 2012
Registration closes on April 1, 2012
(Course Code: cs12-12)

Register

Facilities Information
Riverwalk: A Family Park: Riverwalk Nature Center
5355 US Highway 1, Rockledge, FL 32955
Day 3 and 4 only
Barrier Island Center
8385 S Highway A1A, Melbourne Beach, FL 32951
Phone: 321-723-3556
Instructors Information
Brandon Smith, Environmental Program Coordinator, Brevard County Parks and Recreation
Assistant Instructors: Cheryl Caldwell, Lead Interpretive Guide, Brevard Zoo and
Katrina Morrell, EEL Education Coordinator
Organization: Brevard County Parks and Recreation
Phone: 321-433-4490
Fax: 321-433-4492
Email: brandon.smith@brevardparks.com
Web Site: http://www.brevardparks.com/nature

7. Volusia County Coastal Systems Class
April 13-May 18, 2012
Registration closes on April 5, 2012
(Course Code: cs12-02)

Register

Facility Information
Volusia County Agricultural Center: Auditorium
3100 East New York Av. DeLand, FL 32724
Instructor Information
David Griffis
Organization: UF/IFAS Volusia County Extension
Phone: 386-822-5578
Fax: 386-822-5767
Email: dgriffis@ufl.edu

Contact

Remove
www.MasterNaturalist.org

